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Guru Tegh Bahadur's Bani
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G"_m Tegh Bzhadur was the fifth and the youngest son of Guru Hargobind!. He was
oom m the month of April which isnow called 'Grru ke mahal and it is situated in Amritsar.
He spent first few years of childhood mainly at Amritsar and also visited other places like
Tarzn Taren, Khadur Sahib, Goindwal ete. with his parents for short intervals. During this
ot his spiritual and religious education from leamed scholars like Baba Buddha,

and Bhai Bidhi Chand. Hewasmamedtol\daia&gn,ﬂ)edmmhte:ofShnLal
Chand a:ri used 1o think about the miserable conditions of downtrodden people and would
1ously remain absorbed in God and His Name. The bani of Guru Tegh Bahadur

continu
consisis of 59 shabads in fifieen ragas and 57 slokas. All ofhis shabads are interspersed in
the Guru Granth Sahib on the basis of Ragas and his salokas are put together at the end of the
scripmure after Szlok Varan Te Vadhik. The 59 shabads have been writtenin 15 ragas; 12in
Raga Sorath; 9 in Raga Gaurhi; 5 in Raga Basant; 4 each in Ragas Dhansari, Sarang
and jajawanti; 3 each in ragas Devagandhari, Jaitsari, Tilang, Bilawal and Maruand 1
each in Ragas Asa, Bihargrha and Todi.? The central theme of bani of Guru Tegh Bahadur
is the affirmation of Rezlity, the ultimate ground of all that exists and the main quest is liberation.
Loving devotion is set forth as the truest virtue- the fundamental disposition for one muukti
and it can be attained by immersing oneselfin naami.e. by the constant remembrance of the
Divine Name. Temporality is an essential trait of human existence and one can go beyond
this contingent state, can transcend the worldly life—the sphere of temporality, the finite

world of becoming -by concentrating on God's name.
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